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Wentworth Greenhouses
Helpful Tips and Information                                                 

PEONY PROBLEMS
PEONIES ARE ONE OF THE MOST POPULAR PERENNIALS. THEY ARE VERY EASY TO GROW AND CAN THRIVE FOR DECADES IF THEY ARE GROWN IN THE RIGHT CONDITIONS. PEONIES DO BEST IN A SUNNY, WELL DRAINED SITE.  THEY DO OCCASIONLY HAVE SOME PROBLEMS THAT ARE EASILY FIXED. LISTED BELOW ARE THE SOLUTIONS.
PLANTS THAT DON’T GET FLOWER BUDS

PLANTED AT THE WRONG DEPTH 
THE EYES OF THE PEONY LIKE TO BE PLANTED AT A DEPTH OF 1 ½ TO 2 INCHES BELOW THE SURFACE OF THE SOIL. YOU CAN FIND THE EYES BY LOOKING AT THE CROWN OF THE PLANT. THEY ARE THE PINKISH RED POINTED BUDS EMERGING FROM THE TOP.
THE PEONY DOESN’T GET ENOUGH SUN

MAKE SURE YOU LOCATE YOUR PEONY IN FULL SUN AND THAT THE SURROUNDING PLANTS AREN’T BLOCKING OUT THE SUN. GIVE IT PLENTY OF ELBOW ROOM.
A LATE FREEZE

IF WE GET A LATE SPRING FREEZE, THE FLOWER BUDS CAN BE KILLED.

A YOUNG PLANT

IT TAKES TWO TO THREE YEARS FOR A NEWLY PLANTED PEONY TO BLOOM. IF THE PEONY IS RECENTLY MOVED OR DIVIDED IT WILL ALSO TAKE A YEAR OR TWO TO RECOVER.  TRY NOT TO DISTURB THE PLANT ONCE IT’S ESTABLISHED.

NITROGEN OVERLOAD

USE LOW NITROGEN FERTILIZERS.  TOO MUCH NITROGEN PRODUCES LOTS OF FOLIAGE AND VERY FEW FLOWERS.

PLANTS THAT SET BUDS BUT NOT HEALTHY FLOWERS

BOTRYTIS
THIS IS A FUNGAL DISEASE THAT AFFECTS THE FLOWER BUD AS IT DEVELOPS. YOU WILL SEE A FUZZY GRAY COATING ON THE FLOWERS. IT OCCURS WHEN IT IS HUMID OR WHEN THE PLANT IS OVERCROWDED. REMOVE THE DISEASED BUDS AND TREAT WITH A FUNGICIDE (ORGANIC K-NEEM).

TEMPERATURE

EXTREME HOT OR COLD STRESS FLOWER BUDS. TRY PLANTING MID-SEASON VARIETIES.

WATER

TOO MUCH WATER WHILE THE FLOWER BUDS ARE FORMING MAY CAUSE THEM TO WILT AND DIE. MAKE SURE THE PLANT IS PLANTED IN WELL-DRAINED SOIL.
PEONIES

DAMAGED, OPEN FLOWERS

 ANTS ARE OFTEN BLAMED FOR PROBLEMS WITH PEONY FLOWERS, BUT THEY ARE ONLY THERE FOR THE SWEET NECTAR. THEY DO NOT DAMAGE THE PEONY.
THRIPS

STREAKS OF BROWN ON OPEN FLOWERS ARE A SIGH OF THRIPS. ONCE FOUND THEY CAN NOT BE TREATED BUT THEY CAN BE MINIMIZED BY USING A SYSTEMIC INSECTICIDE. (BONIDE SYSTEMIC INSECT CONTROL)
CHAFERS

IF YOUR PEONIES APPEAR TO BE GETTING EATEN, CHAFERS MAY BE THE PROBLEM.  THESE ARE BEETLES THAT LOOK A LOT LIKE JAPANESE BEETLES. HAND PICK OR USE AN INSECTICIDE. (ORGANIC K-NEEM)

STEMS BREAK OR FALL OVER

LARGE FLOWERING PEONIES SHOULD BE STAKED FOR SUPPORT. PLANTS THAT HAVE BEEN GIVEN EXCESS FERTILIZER MAY ALSO HAVE WEAKER STEMS.

IF YOUR PLANT BECOMES DISEASED CUT BACK ALL PARTS AFFECTED AND DISPOSE OF THE PROBLEM. DO NOT ADD TO YOUR COMPOST PILE.GENERAL INSECT PROBLEMS SUCH AS APHIDS OR CHEWING INSECTS CAN BE TREATED WITH AN INSECTICIDE. (ORGANIC K-NEEM)


