[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]




Wentworth Greenhouses
Helpful Tips and Information                                                 

HYDRANGEA TIPS

Most species of Hydrangea require similar care.  They perform best in moist, well drained soil rich in organic matter.  They prefer full sun to part shade and need moderate amounts of water.  Fertilize in early spring and again just after flowering.  We recommend using compost or a mild organic fertilizer.
When to prune is a common question.  Prune each species according to when it forms flower buds.  Plants that set buds on spring growth should be pruned in late winter or very early spring.  Plants that bloom from buds set the previous year (old wood) should be pruned right after flowering.
An extremely cold winter will sometimes kill big leaf hydrangea buds which are set on old wood resulting in no flowers the following spring.  Varieties such as ‘Endless Summer’ and ‘Blushing Bride’ have been bred to form buds on both new and old wood and they will produce flowers regardless of a harsh winter or incorrect pruning.

Below is a pruning guideline.
SPECIES                       COMMON NAME                      WHEN TO PRUNE

H.PANICULATA

PEE GEE



LATE WINTER

H.MACROPHYLLA

BIGLEAF



AFTER FLOWERING

H.QUERCIFOLIA

OAKLEAF



AFTER FLOWERING
H.ANOMELA


CLIMBING



AFTER FLOWERING

  SUBSP. PETIOLARIS
H.ARBORESCENS

SMOOTH



 LATE WINTER



